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HST Adds Third Lewis Scholar
The Lewis Scholar has become the most prestigious scholar-
ship granted at Harding 




























Rogers and Cleaton Crosby. 
Past recipients of these 
scholarships have completed 
a Ph.D. program at the Uni-
versity of Chicago in New 
Testament and entered a 
Ph.D. program at Duke in 
Old Testament. Two became 
church planters, one preach-
es for a large church in  
Texas, and one is a mission-
ary in Africa.
This fall we will add a 
third Lewis Scholar due to a 
generous gift from the Henry 
and Grace Farrar annuity.  
Dr. Henry (1926-2010) and 
Grace (1924-2013) Farrar 
were pioneer medical mis-
sionaries for the churches of 
Christ in Africa. They lived 
on less every year so they 
could give more away. He 




























of the board committee for 
HST. We are richly blessed to 
continue their great legacy of 
service to God.
(See links on Page 8 to a vid-
eo and history of the Farrars.)
Grace and Henry Farrar
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Iam sitting in my office at Harding School of Theol-ogy. I have a great view 
of the library and the beauti-
ful trees on this 13-acre cam-
pus. In many ways, serving 
in this ministry feels surreal. 
It seems like I was just a 
student here. During those 
years I drove to campus each 
week from Florence, Ala., 
where I was preaching. Now, 
many years later, I have re-
turned to Memphis and am 
serving in a new role at HST.
Why? 
Harding School of Theol-
ogy has been significant in 
the spiritual formation of 
many people through the 
years. My study at this school 
was an essential part of my 
preparation for ministry. Fun-
damentally, preparation for 
ministry is not about employ-
ment, career enhancement 
or advancement. Rather, min-
istry for every Christ-follower 
is a calling to serve. It is a 
calling to be transformed.
The training and equip-
ping a person receives really 
does make a difference in 
congregations throughout 
the world. The spiritual for-
mation that is a part of the 
HST experience not only 
shapes the student but also 
affects others far beyond 
what one might imagine. 
I also believe that the way 
church leaders are trained 
very much enriches their min-
istry. This training not only 
equips church leaders but 
also makes a difference in the 
experience of others in these 
congregations. Consequent-
ly, a congregation as it carries 
out its mission impacts its 
community and beyond.
So why would I step into 
this new role after serving 
as a preacher in congrega-
tions for many years? Why 
would I leave a wonderful 
congregation where I served 
for 20 years to begin a new 
ministry? Part of the motiva-
tion comes from thinking 
about my adult children and 
grandchildren — and yours 
as well. What they experi-
ence in their congregations 
will definitely be influenced 
by the training of their minis-
ters, elders, counselors and 
other leaders.
The quality and em-
phasis of this training is an 
important factor in shaping 
the average person in the 
congregation. The training 
and experience at HST is not 
simply about gaining an aca-
demic degree or more bibli-
cal information. This train-
ing is about developing a 
hunger in our students for 
a deeper faith in God and 
higher standards of ministry 
and scholarship.
The mission of HST is 
transformation. As a result, 
our students are impacting 
communities in many ways. 
Marriages and families are 
blessed. Congregations are 
blessed. Small towns and 
large cities in this nation and 
beyond are blessed. The 
bottom line is that I want to 
leverage my time, money 
and gifts for the training of 
people who will make a king-
dom difference in their con-
gregations and consequently 
in their communities and 
other parts of the world. 
This is why I moved to 
Memphis to begin a new 
ministry with HST.
I am happy to share with 
you more of the wonderful sto-
ry of the ministry preparation 
that takes place on this cam-
pus. What is happening here 
really is making a difference.
Dr. Jim Martin
(jimmartin@hst.edu)
The bottom line is that I want to 
leverage my time, money and gifts 
for the training of people who  
will make a kingdom difference  
in their congregations and  
consequently in their communities 
and other parts of the world.
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A D V A N C E M E N T
In Sympathy
The HST community mourns 
the Dec. 1, 2013, passing of 







AWH raises a 
significant amount of money 
each year for HST student 
scholarships, and Graham was 
a tireless leader and support-
er of AWH. She was known for 
her generosity, kindness and 
hospitality, and she shared 
all those gifts with us at HST. 
Our prayers are with her  
husband, J.R., and her family 
and friends. 
 
Run for the Son
Mark May 3 on your calen-
dars as the date of the 14th 
annual 5K run and one-mile 
fun walk at HST. This is a  
fundraising and fun-raising 
event and is a good opportu-
nity to meet our faculty, staff 
and students. Awards for all 
age categories and a special 
competition between the facul-
ty and students are scheduled. 
Event registration includes a 
commemorative T-shirt and 
goodie bag. Come join us for a 
fun-filled morning!
Subscribe to The Bridge  
or change your print  




Join HST students, alumni 
and friends on our Facebook 
page, www.facebook.com/hst.
edu, and let us know why you 
continue to support HST.
March 22, 2014, HST will honor Dr. Jack P. Lewis on the oc-
casion of his 95th birthday at 
our annual Leadership Coun-
cil Dinner. The celebration 
will begin at 6 p.m. at the 
Memphis Botanic Garden. 
Our special guest speaker will 
be Randy Harris, and a video 
of Lewis’ colleagues and 
special friends will be shown. 
Lewis’ book will be available 
for purchase at the dinner.
Lewis set the standard 
for academic excellence at 
HST. Born in Texas, he at-
tended Abilene Christian 
University and Sam Houston 
State Teachers’ College and 
earned Ph.D. degrees from 
Harvard University and  
Hebrew Union College. He 
received numerous fellow-
ship grants and was the 
HST to Honor Lewis 
Thayer Fellow at the Albright 
Institute of Archaeologi-
cal Research, Jerusalem, in 
1967-68 and Senior Fellow 
there in 1983-84. Lewis 
taught Bible courses at Har-
ding University and HST for 
50 years. He has served in 
local work with churches in 
Texas, Rhode Island and  
Kentucky and continues 
to serve as an elder of the 
White Station Church of 
Christ in Memphis.  
The goal of the dinner 
honoring Lewis is to raise 
$95,000. One half of the 
amount raised will be added 
to the Lewis Scholars En-
dowed Scholarship fund, 
which provides for students 
designated as Lewis Schol-
ars. The other half will be 
added to the annual schol-
arship fund for currently 
And So We Speak: Sermons From Five Decades. 
3 vols. Henderson, TN: Hester Publications, 2013.
A collection of sermons preached during a 50-year period. Many of these 
were delivered at the Church of Christ at White Station, Memphis, Tenn., 
and also to other audiences in Alabama, Arkansas, Mississippi, Tennessee, 
Texas, Canada, Ghana and Japan.
Early Explorers of Bible Lands. 
ACU Press, 2013.
The lives and contributions of 10 explorers from the mid-to-late 19th cen-
tury. Contains one article previously published in the Biblical Archaeologist 
and the others from the Near East Archaeological Society Bulletin.
These Things Are Written:  
Bible Lectures Presented at Harding From 1952 to 2012. 
Searcy, AR: Truth for Today World Mission School, 2013.
As the subtitle indicates, these are lectures delivered at the annual lecture-
ship of Harding University.
Recent Jack Lewis Books
Lewis
enrolled students. Please 
show your appreciation to 
Dr. Lewis with a gift to HST 
of $95. Send your gift to HST 
Advancement, 1000 Cherry 
Road, Memphis, TN 38117 
or make an online pledge  






During the last few weeks, 
Dr. Evertt W. Huffard, dean of 
HST, has 
• provided mentoring for lead-
ers in the Chinese-speaking 
church in Memphis as well as 
continuing leadership train-
ing for the Hispanic church 
in Memphis once a month.
• been honored as the 2014 
Distinguished Alumnus of 
the Year for Lubbock Chris-
tian University Feb. 8.
• given four lessons on the “Co-
nundrum of Preaching and 
Leading” at the Northwest 
Expositor’s Seminar at Camp 
Yamhill, Ore., Jan. 20-22.
• served as a consultant for 
eight churches in Arkansas, 
Texas, Mississippi as well as 
in Memphis.
• spoken on “Shepherding 
Through a Church Crisis”  
at the Shepherds Network, 
Feb. 23.
ACU Press announces the 
August 2014 publication of a 
book by Dr. Mark Powell: Cen-
tered in God: The Trinity and 
Christian Spirituality.
During October, Dr. Dave 
Bland spoke at the Preachers’ 
Workshop during Harding 
University’s Lectureship and 
at a seminar at Heritage  
Christian University. Bland 
made an on-site visit for a 
Doctor of Ministry student 
in Oklahoma City during No-
vember. While attending the 
annual Academy of Homilet-
ics meeting in December, he 
presented a paper entitled 
“Online Homiletical Pedagogy 
as Difficult Conversation.”
 
Follow @hst_edu on  
Twitter. 
C A M P U S  L I F E
The HST Experience
Harding School of Theology is a unique community of faculty, 
students and staff who work 
together for the good of the 
kingdom. By the nature of 
our school, we are all focused 
on ministry and moving in 
the same direction. Our fac-
ulty and staff view their role 
at HST as ministry, and this 
shows when future students 
visit our campus. 
ExPERIENCE THE  
COMMUNITy
Each fall and spring we 
welcome prospective stu-
dents to experience HST at a 
Preview Day. At our most re-
cent preview experience, 24 
prospective students repre-
senting four universities met 
students, faculty and staff at 
a reception in the library. The 
reception and a campus tour 
helped our visitors get a big-
picture idea of who we are as 
a community.
 
ExPERIENCE THE  
FELLOWSHIP
Following the tour, we of-
fered a more detailed look at 
HST. At a catered meal, our 
guests sat at a table with a 
professor in their area of inter-
est. What could be a better 
introduction to HST than dis-
cussing ministry with Dr. Dave 
Bland and Dr. Evertt Huffard, 
theology and church history 
with Dr. Mark Powell, coun-
seling with Dr. Ed Gray, or 
biblical studies with Dr. Allen 
Black? Eating with the faculty 
allowed our guests to experi-
ence the expertise of the pro-
fessors as well as their genuine 
interest in our students. 
ExPERIENCE THE LIFE
After dinner, Gray (counsel-
ing) and Dr. Carlus Gupton 
(ministry) gave brief lectures 
to offer a taste of graduate 
studies. Following the lectures, 
prospective students had an 
opportunity to speak with a 
panel of current students. Fac-
ulty and staff left the room to 
give everyone the freedom to 
ask and answer any questions 
without embarrassment.
ExPERIENCE THE MESSAGE
A visit to HST is a great 
way to gain understanding 
of who we are as a commu-
nity and how we can help 
prospective students grow 
in knowledge and skills to 
reach the goals God has 
given them. If you or some-
one you know would like to 
experience the community, 
fellowship and life at HST, 







C A M P U S  L I F E
1. Access it anytime, anywhere on your computer, phone or tablet.
2. No more waiting anxiously by the mailbox for your next issue. you’ll get 
it before it is published in print.
3. Sometimes you spill coffee on a paper version, and it is ruined. That 
can’t happen to digital version. OK, you could spill on your computer, 
and that would be terrible. But The Bridge would still be fine, right?
4. Archive back issues on your computer as opposed to the spot in the  
attic next to National Geographic and keep your spouse happy.
5. It saves HST money otherwise spent on postage.
6. It saves HST money otherwise spent on printing costs.
7. Sometimes you move. “Change of Address” forms are so 20th century. 
Keep it simple and just have it sent to the one mailbox you really care 
about — your email inbox.
8. Suppose you read a great story in The Bridge that you want to send to 
someone or a bunch of people. That’s nearly impossible to do with a 
print version. (See also: Postage went up how much?!) But you can just 
click “forward” with a digital copy.
9. Instagram sold for $1 billion. The Washington Post went for only $250 
million. I think we can all see where things are headed. Go digital.
10. No one has ever suffered a paper cut from a PDF document.
Top 10 Reasons to 




HST Associate Dean and 
alumnus Steve McLeod 
(D.Min., 2002) has been ap-
pointed chair of the registra-
tion techniques and records 
management program com-
mittee for the Southern 
Association of Collegiate 
Registrars and Admissions 
Officers. SACRAO serves the 
larger group of college reg-
istrars across the Southeast 
United States.
Order on Amazon
Place all your Amazon or-
ders through hst.edu/books. 
Every time you order anything 
through our link, HST receives 
a small percentage of the 
profit at no extra cost to you.
Pie Auction           
Raises $15,000
A big thank you goes out to 
all who attended, participated 
in, and/or supported the AWH 
Pie Auction for HST Jan. 25. 
More than $15,000 was raised 
for scholarships. 
Harding School of Theology 
challenges Christian leaders 
to develop deeper faith in 
God and higher standards 
of ministry and scholarship.
Student and auctioneer B. Chris 
Simpson cajoles a good price 





Clint Burnett (M.Div., 2012) 
has had an article published 
in Neotestamentica: “Eschato-
logical Prophet of Restoration: 
Luke’s Theological Portrait 
of John the Baptist in Luke 
3:1-6.” Burnett is a Ph.D. stu-
dent at Boston College and 
minister at Brookline (Mass.) 
Church of Christ.
Gary S. Selby (M.Th., 1984) 
presented three lectures on 
preaching Oct. 28 and 29 at 
Princeton Theological Semi-
nary: “Performing Theology: 
Mimesis as Persuasion in 
Early Christian Discourse,” 
“Experiencing Faith: Contem-
porary Perspectives on Atti-
tude Change,” and “Capturing 
Souls: Preaching From a Poetic 
Consciousness.” Selby is a 
professor of communication 
and director of the Center for 
Faith and Learning at Pepper-
dine University.
HST Online
 • Find up-to-date information 
about what’s happening on 
campus through the HST 
Web page and blog: hst.edu. 
 • Locate Memphis-area 
churches: hst.edu/directory. 
 • Find a ministry job: hst.
edu/ministry-jobs. 
 • Subscribe to The Bridge or 
change your print subscrip-
tion to an e-subscription: 
hst.edu/bridge. 
 • Research biblical, ministe-
rial, theological topics in 
library resources: hst.edu/ 
library. 
 • Check out the current and 
upcoming course schedule 
and syllabi: hst.edu/syllabi.
ROB O’LyNN: “As Jesus was walking along, 
he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the 
tax booth; and he said to him, ‘Follow me.’  
And he got up and followed him.” [Matthew 
9:9]  How simple, yet how astonishing! … In 
one single word, Jesus calls a new person … 
When the religious leaders criticized him for 
eating and drinking with the rebellious rabble 
(9:11), Jesus launched a missional and pasto-
ral volley: “Those who are well have no need 
of a physician, but those who are sick. Go 
and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, 
not sacrifice.’ For I have come to call not the 
righteous but sinners” (9:12-13) … In one 
single word, Jesus creates a new community 
… “No one sews a piece of unshrunk cloth 
on an old cloak, for the patch pulls away from 
the cloak, and a worse tear is made. Neither 
is new wine put into old wineskins; otherwise, 
the skins burst, and the wine is spilled, and 
the skins are destroyed; but new wine is put 
into fresh wineskins, and so both are pre-
served” (9:16-17) … And in one single word, 
Jesus casts a new vision. Jesus calls new 
people to join a new community in order 
to participate in a new vision.  
BRANDON MOORE: As ministers of God we 
will be called to walk amongst the valley of 
dry bones. This may be our church or our city 
or even our own family, but it will be some 
community that has been laid in its grave. 
It’s at this time that we must allow the spirit 
of God to use us to boldly speak the word 
of God into this community so that they may 
again have life. Don’t be confused; it’s very 
tempting at these times for us to simply put 
makeup on a corpse, and I’m afraid that, for 
too many of us, that is what our ministry has 
become. But the ministry of God is now 
and has always been to open the graves 
and create life anew.  
 
JOHN TURNER: So Paul tells Titus to teach, 
teach, teach, push, push, push; challenge the 
Christians to stay active, to live like Jesus is 
their king today and not like they are wait-
ing on Jesus to be their king. To live like the 
new heavens and earth are already here, not 
just casting aside the old tattered heavens 
and earth ... What happens when the grace 
of God makes an appearance on earth? What 
we have is change, redemption, forgiveness, 
peace, freedom; what we have is a new cre-
ation, just like when a seed cracks open and a 
green shoot pops out and spreads its leaves. 
STEvEN GAINES: The superordinate goal 
is the cross. The cross is sacrifice. The cross 
is selflessness. The cross is compassion for 
others. The cross is love. The cross is forgive-
ness. The cross is grace. Jesus died so we 
could live, really live, in peace and unity with 
God and with each other. Jesus came to rec-
oncile, to heal, to fix broken relationships be-
tween people and God and between people 
and people. He introduced a way of humility 
instead of pride, love instead of hate, peace 
instead of violence. When he was on trial and 
was given a chance to defend himself, he 
chose not to do so. And when he was in situ-
ations of intergroup conflict, he broke cultural 
stereotypes. He treated outsiders like insid-
ers. He loved the unloved. He fellowshipped 
with people whose beliefs and practices were 
flat-out wrong. He loved the world, every-
one in the world, and he died for that world. 
That’s the cross. That’s the life to which we’re 
called. That’s the new creation.
And if we live the cross, conflicts will not 
destroy us. If we live the cross, we will handle 
disagreements with the patience and peace 
of Jesus. If we live the cross, God’s grace will 
change how we see people who disagree 
with us. If we live the cross, we won’t try to 
coerce people to see things our way. If we 
live the cross, we will put others first, even 
in matters that are important to us. If we live 
the cross, we will recognize that God’s grace 
covers all human imperfection. If we live 
the cross, we will rejoice in God’s ongoing 
healing of our broken world, and we will 
thank God that we get to be part of that 
new creation.
JAKE CHISM: During those times when you 
and I feel like it’s not worth it, when we’re 
discouraged and we question our calling 
and our ability, let’s think about the Zachs in 
our ministries: the ones who we’ve seen that 
seed planted in, and we’ve watched it bloom 
into this beautiful new creation. And we’ve 
said, “Wow — that’s what it’s all about.”
And the Zachs, they give me hope for the 
others. And they tell me it’s not too late for 
the Alisons, and for the Lukes, and for the 
Kevins. They remind me to stay strong and 
continued on Page 7 
S T U D E N T S
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Notes
Leaven magazine has pub-
lished HST M.Div. student  
Joseph Horton’s article, “A  
Different Way to Pray,” in 
their fall 2013 issue. Horton 
serves as the youth minister 
at the Winchester (Tenn.) 
Church of Christ.
HST Library regular Dr. Shaul 
Bar, professor and director of 
the Bornblum Judaic Studies 
department at University of 
Memphis, recently dedicated 
an article to HST student Quin-
tin Baker, “a godly man,” who 
passed away in May 2012. 
Bar’s article, “What Did the 
Servant Give to Rebecca’s 
Brother and Mother?” was pub-
lished in the journal Biblica.
Tweet Away 
Keep up with the 
latest HST announce-




Sought for Alumnus 
of the Year
The Alumni Council is seek-
ing nominations for the 2014 
Alumnus of the Year. Nomina-
tions may be emailed to Dr.  
Evertt Huffard’s office, dean@
HST.edu, by June 1, 2014.
Christmas Party Brings Blessings
Each year the stu-dent association of HST puts together a 
Christmas party for students, 
faculty and staff. It is such a 
blessing to meet with every-
one as the year wraps up to 
rest and enjoy some much-
needed fellowship. This 
year the hospitality room 
was decorated with lights 
and presents, some people 
dressed up, and others wore 
their infamous holiday sweat-
ers. Salad, bread sticks, spa-
ghetti and fettuccini were the 
main course, and desserts 
were provided by those who 
attended. My wife made my 
favorite … dark chocolate 
fudge brownies. yum!
After a prayer, all 48 of us 
went through the line and 
found our seats to enjoy 
some delicious food and 
conversation. As folks fin-
ished up their meal, a few 
of us went over to grab the 
songbooks from the man-
sion to sing some Christmas 
carols led by Steve Maxwell. 
I do not know why we only 
sing these songs during 
Christmas! During a season 
that is so often focused on 
consumerism, it is incredible 
to sing about and thank God 
for his greatest gift … Jesus!  
To be a part of this com-
munity of people whose 
desire is to serve the Lord 
and to be used by him is a 
blessing. As a member of 
the student association, it is 
our goal to continually create 
space and time for students, 
faculty and staff to continue 
to encourage one another to 
keep pursuing the kingdom 
of God and spreading his 






Harding School of Theology invites applications for the 2014 Latin America Mis-
sions Sabbatical. 
The sabbatical recipient will 
be an outstanding male or female 
missionary, church worker or min-
istry leader based in a church of 
Christ in Latin America. The sab-
batical is made possible by a gen-
erous grant that will provide funds 
through 2018. 
The sabbatical is for a period of 
between three to six months, from 
July to December 2014. The  
sabbatical recipient is to be based 
at HST in Memphis. The grant 
could be used to provide airfare, 
housing on campus, food, trans-
portation, tuition for audit or credit 
courses, Christian counseling, and 
visiting churches or ministries in 
the area. 
The sabbatical recipient is also 
expected to participate in the 
Harding University Bible Lecture-
ship (conducted in the fall each 
year) and other special events at 
Harding University and HST for 
spiritual renewal and to promote 
missions in Latin America.
An application form is available 
from www.hst.edu and applications 
should be emailed to dean@hst.
edu on or before Monday, March 
3, 2014.
2014 Latin America 
Missions Sabbatical
to stay focused and that it is possible to 
reach them because God’s word is bigger 
and more powerful than anything you or I 
could ever imagine.
So is it worth it? Absolutely, ministry is 
worth it.
For the full text of these student talks, 
please go to Across the Bridge, http://hst.
edu/across.












Want to learn more about a topic mentioned in The Bridge? Check out the following resources:
Center for Faith and Learning. Malibu, 
CA: Pepperdine University. https://www.
pepperdine.edu/centerforfaithandlearning/
“Grace Angeline Johnson Farrar” 
[obituary]. The Lebanon Democrat & 
Wilson County News (January 22, 2013) 
http://www.lebanondemocrat.com/story/
obituaries-jan-22-2013
 “Henry Farrar.” Igbo Association 
Nashville. Nashville, TN: Igbo Association 
Nashville. http://igbonashville.org/public/
content.aspx?Id=13
Heroes of Medical Missions: Henry Far-
rar. Searcy, AR: Center for World Missions, 
Harding University. http://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=hyZLOSFzP90
Homiletic. Nashville, TN: Academy of 
Homiletics. http://www.homiletic.net/
Bar, Shaul. “What Did the Servant Give 
to Rebecca’s Brother and Mother?” Biblica 
94 (2013): 565-572.
Burnett, Clint. “Eschatological Prophet 
of Restoration: Luke’s Theological Portrait 
of John the Baptist in Luke 3:1-6.” Neotes-
tamentica 47 #1 (2013): 1-24.
Farrar, Grace J. Stand by and See What 
the Lord Will Accomplish: The Story of 
One Family Serving the Lord in Nigeria. 
Fort Worth: Star Bible Pub., 2002.
Horton, Joseph. “A Different Way to 
Pray.” Leaven 21, # 4 (Fall 2013): 215-219. 
Lewis, Jack P. And So We Speak: Ser-
mons From Five Decades. Henderson, TN: 
Hester Publications, 2013.
Lewis, Jack P. Early Explorers of Bible 
Lands. Abilene, Tx: ACU Press, 2013.
Lewis, Jack P. These Things Are Written: 
Bible Lectures Presented at Harding From 
1952 to 2012. Searcy, AR: Truth for Today/
World Mission School, 2013.
Powell, Mark. Centered in God: The 
Trinity and Christian Spirituality. Abilene, 
Tx: ACU Press, [forthcoming]. 
For help in borrowing, purchasing or 
using any of these resources, feel free to 
contact us at the HST Library.
Sheila Owen
(sowen@hst.edu)
Learn More
